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singled out for severity and the rigour of a law which
neither is nor can be put in force generally.'

'June 19.

c I went to the House of Commons yesterday as soon
as I got to town,1 without intending to stay it out; but
I sat on till after four this morning. The majority rose
again to 42, which is very low indeed, in such a House
and after such an exertion. The numbers were
265-223., majority 42. The minoritv were in fact 225
including the two tellers. There were 493 in the House
including the four tellers and the Speaker. This is the
fullest House that was ever known. This division,
though not creditable to the Minister, will, however,
carry him through for the present, and I return to the
opinion, which his very low numbers had lately shaken,
that he is established at least for the session and recess ;
and that being the case, it appears more probable that
he should gain than lose strength by time. Addington's
people will probably, in part at least, drop gradually in
to him.

4 Elliot spoke extremely well yesterday. Canning
made a clever speech, but indiscreet as he generally is;
and he gave Fox and Sheridan many openings which
were not lost. Sheridan made one of his brilliant ap-
pearances and came prepared for that purpose; for
Mrs. Sheridan came under the gallery in a man's frock
coat and trousers, under the care of Lord Lauderdale,
I was next them all night. Lady Palmerston is much

1 The debate was on the Additional Porce Bill.